
Our proposals will provide a number of local benefits:

You can find further details about data centres and the proposals 
within this booklet and on our project website:

Link Park Heathrow LLP has submitted an updated application for 
its data centre proposals at Thorney Mill Road, Heathrow, UB7 7EZ. 
The updated plans will see a revised layout to reflect stakeholder 
feedback and market demands in the post-pandemic economy.

linkparkheathrow.com

An estimated 90 well paid, skilled jobs 
within the local community, as well as 
an additional 130 indirect jobs in the 
supply chain

This outline application would protect 
the site from development for other 
employment uses, thus ruling out 
alternative developments likely to 
generate increased traffic and HGV 
movements

The operation of HGVs on the site and 
the impacts associated with this, such 
as noise, traffic, pollution would be all 
but eliminated

Significant Section 106 and Community 
Infrastructure Levy payments

A substantial and permanent increase in 
business rates income due to the use of 
the site as a Data Centre

Improved landscaping on the site, 
particularly along the frontage will 
enhance the views of the site from 
Thorney Mill Road.

Unlike the current use of the site, external 
lighting would not be necessary, and the 
new development would not be visible in 
long distance views

We are also proposing to gift 14 acres 
of woodland to a local community 
group or trust



The site

About Link Park, Heathrow

Access to a large amount of reliable electricity power, which is available at Iver, 
Laleham and North Hyde substations, and additionally through a National grid 275KVA 
cable located nearby

A location close to main markets, which allow clients to visit the site easily, but not so 
close that electricity or internet issues will affect both the data centre and the client 
site. This usually means a travel time of approximately sixty minutes

A fast and reliable internet connection, or the capacity for one, available nearby from 
the Grand Union Canal and the West Coast Mainline

A minimal risk of flooding, like Link Park Heathrow, which is on raised ground

The current site consists of approximately 10.75 
acres of primarily industrial land home to several 
different industries, including the leasing of 
construction vehicles, infrastructure construction 
and development, the storage of replacement 
vehicles for insurance claims, and aggregate 

The proposals being considered are for an 
outline planning application for the demolition 
and redevelopment of the current site to 
comprise a high-tech data centre including 
accompanying offices and substation. Crucially, 
a single data centre building is envisaged which 
takes advantage of the geography of the site 

The size and complexity of data centres means that only a small number of sites are suitable for 
their construction and operation. Link Park Heathrow is a rare example of a site fulfilling all the 
requirements to build a data centre of the size we are proposing. These are:

Summary of proposals 

Suitability for a data centre

importation by rail, and distribution by Heavy 
Goods Vehicles (HGVs).

The site has far greater potential as a high-
tech data centre.

to significantly limit the impact on views by any 
building. 

The application is specifically for a data centre 
use and could not deliver alternative types of 
commercial development.



Through our public consultation process, 
we understand that the local community are 
particularly concerned with the amount of traffic 
and the number of HGV movements in the 
local area. 

It is worth noting that whilst we recorded 350 
vehicles a day, there is nothing stopping the 
site from generating a lot more movements, 
particularly HGVs. However, with the 
development of a data centre, all HGV traffic 
generated by the site's current uses will be 

Alongside a reduction in traffic, the updated 
planning application has been altered and now 
covers approximately 10.75 acres of the site.

Changes from the original 
application

Traffic and HGV movements

Current site Previous application Current application

vehicle 
movements a day

350 vehicle 
movements a day
229 vehicle 

movements a day
156

The proposals represent a 55% and a 35% 
reduction in traffic movements compared to 
the existing uses on the site and the previous 
application respectively.

eliminated and overall traffic movements will 
reduce significantly. As well as leading to a 
considerable drop in congestion on roads passing 
through the local area including Iver and Richings 
Park, traffic noise would be reduced, and air quality 
would improve.

Scheme 1 (December 2020)

Scheme 2 (November 2021)

Scheme 1 Scheme 2

Footprint Up to 55,000sqm of built 
development

Up to 55,000sqm (excluding plant areas) 
of built development)

Height Maximum of 25m in height Maximum of 28m in height

Changes to 
the Railhead

Realignment of the railhead Gifting of land to Network Rail for the railhead

The updated plans will see a revised layout to 
reflect stakeholder feedback and market demands 
in the post-pandemic economy. An illustrative 
scheme with a single data centre building is now 
being envisaged.

This will avoid changes to the railhead, see 
increased levels of planting to minimise the visual 
impact of the scheme and avoids any impact on 
the existing adjacent poplar trees.

The key differences between scheme 1 and the scheme 2 are as follows:



Will there be an increase in traffic from the proposals?

Who decides the application?

How will you deal with noise generated by the data centre?

Have you considered other sites?

How will you manage the impact of construction?

Will security fencing be in place and what will it look like?

We hope you find this information useful and if you have any questions, please do no not hesitate to 
get in touch, using the contact details below.

What benefits will the proposals deliver for local residents?

Frequently asked questions

No – there will not be an increase in traffic. It is expected that the redevelopment of the site will see a 55% 
drop in traffic compared to the current uses on site.

Whilst the build form of the revised application is solely within the jurisdiction of Buckinghamshire Council, the 
redline boundary still extends across the local authority boundary and includes Hillingdon LBC. Therefore, the 
revised application has been submitted to both local authorities.

Unlike the current uses of the site, a data centre would not require large numbers of HGV movements, 
therefore eliminating the noise that this currently generates. We are also looking at a number of acoustic 
attenuation measures such as silencers, screens and enclosures which are very effective in controlling any 
noise generated by the cooling system. 

Finally, we will also be engaging with Bucks Council and Hillingdon LBC as the scheme develops to set 
limits on noise levels for the development. 

Yes, but there is nothing as suitable on the market and Link Park is highly unusual in meeting all of the 
requirements to host a data centre of this size. The site benefits from its proximity to internet fibre cables, is a 
commutable distance from major clients bases; and most importantly has secured sufficient power which is a 
limiting factor in bringing forward data centres.

Upon receiving consent and prior to construction beginning, both Bucks Council and Hillingdon LBC will be 
consulted on how we can best manage the construction period, which we estimate will take approximately 
eighteen months, and reduce its impact on the surrounding area. We are also open to agreeing a Construction 
Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) with the Local Authority to minimise the impact of construction traffic.

Perimeter fencing would be used alongside motion detectors. We are considering the potential for 
landscaping works to help ameliorate the impact of this although it should be noted that there is an existing 
perimeter fence around the entire site.

Redevelopment as a data centre could lead to a wide range of local benefits, including significant Section 106 
commitments and CIL payments, higher business rate income, and the creation of skilled jobs in the local area. 

The redevelopment also has the potential to open up a significant area of woodland to the wider community; 
whilst preserving the site for employment use and ruling out alternatives that could generate increased traffic.

consultation@linkparkheathrow.com 020 3900 3676

linkparkheathrow.com


