New application with alternative
data centre proposal
Link Park Heathrow LLP is submitting an updated application for
its data centre proposals at Thorney Mill Road, Heathrow, UB7 7EZ.
The updated plans will see a revised layout to reflect stakeholder
feedback and market demands in the post-pandemic economy.
As you may recall, the site is currently home to a mix of B8 storage and
aggregates handling, but has far greater potential as a site for a hightech data centre. A development of this kind would boost the local
economy, help consolidate Buckinghamshire and the surrounding area
as a lead location for this industry, and provide a more appropriate use
for the site considering the surrounding area.
You can find further details about data centres and the proposals within
this booklet and on our project website (details below).

www.linkparkheathrow.com
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about the plans

What is a data centre?
A data centre is a secure facility that houses Information Technology (IT)
infrastructure in a centralised location enabling technological equipment to
collect, store, access and process data. Data centres are an integral part of our
society and economy and are essential for many parts of our everyday lives.
Demand for data centres has grown exponentially, driven by the growing popularity of
cloudbased infrastructures, remote working and the huge increase in social and online
media use. This has only increased due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and
will be further boosted by the ongoing rollout of 5G.
A data centre mainly consists of:

Halls in which racks of computers are grouped to
provide processing power and storage
A cooling system to combat the heat these
computers generate
A backup power system consisting of emergency
batteries and/or backup generators
Offices for administrative work, maintenance
and security

Why here?
In 2019, London and the surrounding area recorded the highest take up of data
centre capacity of any European market in history, showing that its place as a
European and world leader for data centres continues to grow and consolidate.
Within this market, the Slough to Hayes ‘Golden Corridor’ is by far the largest
subsection, containing over 50% of data centres in this area.

This corridor contains the two key ingredients for a viable data centre: power and fibre
connections, as well as being located in a strategic location for London businesses. It is
served by a number of high voltage substations and several fibre connections running
along the Great Western Railway and the Grand Union Canal.
Currently, the provision of data centres within this corridor is centred around Slough,
which has 19 data centres, and Hayes, which has 8. However, the combination of these
areas running out of suitable sites, particularly in the case of Slough, which can be
considered to be ‘full’, and a reluctance of data centre operators to rely too much on
the same locations, means that the market is looking for potential new sites within this
corridor for provision of data centres in the area.
The limiting factor in the number of new data centres that can be developed within this
corridor is the amount of power available. Link Park Heathrow LLP has secured
sufficient power for its site to accommodate a data centre.

The site
The revised Link Park application site is primarily within Buckinghamshire Council’s jurisdiction,
although a small proportion falls under Hillingdon LBC. The site consists of approximately 10.75
acres. The applicant also owns a large area of adjoining woodland, comprising approximately 21.5
acres, which they intend to preserve and enhance where possible.
The site is currently home to several different industries, including the leasing of construction
vehicles, infrastructure construction and development, the storage of replacement vehicles for
insurance claims, and aggregate importation by rail, and distribution by Heavy Goods Vehicles
(HGVs).

The proposal
The updated parameter plans for the outline planning application have been altered slightly and
now cover approximately 10.75 acres of the site. An illustrative scheme with a single data centre
building is now envisaged. By taking advantage of the geography of the site we have been able to
significantly limit the impact on views by any building.

Next steps
Link Park Heathrow LLP is submitting an outline application for these
updated plans. Once validated, you will be able to provide feedback online at
the local authority Planning Portal.
Get in touch:
consultation@linkparkheathrow.com

020 3900 3676

