
8. Difficulties experienced with consultation and engagement 2020-2021 

 

8.1 Buckinghamshire Council 

The recommencement of the work on The Ivers Neighbourhood Plan 

and consultation coincided with the dissolution of the South Bucks 

District Council and the formation of the new Unitary Bucks Council.  

This in turn coincided with the commencement of the Covid 

pandemic, the withdrawal of the South Bucks Local Plan and a marked 

increase of development proposals and applications within the parish 

but particularly within the green belt. 

 

The Committee took a very difficult decision to continue to work on the 

Neighbourhood Plan during the lockdowns and Covid restrictions 

however it became increasingly difficult to engage with Bucks Council 

who were not only undergoing considerable restructuring but were also 

grappling with the change in working practices created by the 

pandemic. 

 

The Neighbourhood Planning Committee has struggled throughout this 

latest consultation period to gain meaningful debate from Bucks 

Council and the unitary council itself has been unable to field policy 

that joins up across the directorates. 

 

Bucks Council has commenced work on a new Local Plan for the 

unitary area however it is anticipated that this will not reach a 

conclusion for about 4 years; in the meantime The Ivers is experiencing 

a considerable focus from developers and the community wish to try to 

influence the quality of such development whilst reducing the negative 

impacts that the community is currently experiencing.  The committee 

continues to struggle to gain assistance from Bucks Council which is 

now experiencing considerable staffing shortages. 

 

It would be remiss not to include information that Bucks Council is a 

landowner of the greenbelt and is itself proposing to develop about 20 

acres of such landholding in the parish. 

 

8.2 Face to face consultation 

Throughout 2020 and 2021 all meetings have been undertaken virtually 

and the Committee continues to recognise the preference of 

community members and our partners not to meet physically.  Phone 

conversations, phone conferences, zoom conferences and written 



communication has been encouraged.  There are no current plans to 

return to physical consultation and it is not expected to recommence 

until late spring 2022 at the earliest. 

 

The pandemic has resulted in best practice community engagement 

tools being inappropriate and it is hoped that as the development of 

the Local Plan is progressed that The Ivers will be able to once again 

return to face to face community engagement and consultation 

activities whilst maintaining the positive engagements that have been 

achieved by introduced video conferencing to a wider community 

audience. 

 


