
5. Community consultation between 2018 and 2020 

In this period the work on the Neighbourhood Plan took ‘a back seat’ 

giving preference to the necessary work to develop the Local Plan for 

Chiltern and South Bucks 

 

5.1 What we did and when 

These consultation events occurred in addition to the events that 

checked that we had received the correct messages from the 

consultation survey (see section 4.8) 

5.1.1 In Feb 2018 a meeting took place between The 

Neighbourhood Planning Group, Chiltern and South Bucks 

Council, and landowners.  This meeting developed 

affordable housing options, identification of sites where a 

new doctors surgery could be situated, and parking in 

relation to visitors to Black Park. 

5.1.2 In July 2018 a meeting took place with community 

members from Iver Heath and discussion took place across 

the breadth of the Issues and Options identified in the 

survey.  In particular the community members were 

interested in a sense of place being created for the centre 

of Iver Heath, and increasing people’s awareness of the 

open space that is available for community use.  The desire 

for a design code for new development was raised and for 

a way to preserve buildings of special character that were 

not listed. 

5.1.3 In November 2018 further meetings were held with the Ivers 

doctors surgery, Pinewood and local schools.  The majority 

of the discussion focussed on the development of the 

Local Plan however green spaces, design codes and 

sustainable infrastructure were discussed.   

5.1.4 The Neighbourhood Planning group received general 

consensus that the issues and options that had been 

identified were appropriate. The development of the 

Visions and the commencement of the Heritage Assets lists 

provided a suitable baseline for the recommencement 

work of the Neighbourhood Plan in 2020 

 

5.2 What happened during 2019 and 2020? 

During 2019 the Neighbourhood Planning Group had focussed on 

working with Chiltern and South Bucks District Council in developing 

the Local Plan.  This work required considerable resource and was 



focussed on specific sites for development.    Unfortunately, on 21st 

October 2020 the developing Local Plan was withdrawn by the new 

Unitary, Buckinghamshire Council.  The Neighbourhood Plan Group 

had been monitoring the challenges to the Local Plan and had 

recommenced work on the Neighbourhood Plan.  The 

Neighbourhood Planning Group was facing increasing calls from 

the community to help to secure development and protections that 

were required, and endeavoured to undertake some meaningful 

conversations with the community that were, for the most part, 

locked down due to the Covid pandemic. 

 

5.3 The restart of the Neighbourhood Planning work 

In July 2020 a new Neighbourhood Planning Committee started 

work under a revised terms of reference that was focussed on 

engagement and inclusion.  The Committee was formed of 

councillors and community members.  The group consisted of: 

• 6 councillors 

• Representatives of the residents associations of Iver Village, 

Iver Heath, Richings Park and Thorney 

• Representatives of the spitual, young people and young 

family, and environment sectors. 

 

5.4 Consultation during 2020 

In October 2020 a newly Communications task group of the new 

Neighbourhood Planning Committee was formed.  This group 

developed a strategy for communications and engagement (See 

Appendix 5.4) that formed the basis for further consultation activity 

undertaken during the pandemic. 

  

5.4.1 COVID 19 restrictions ruled out face to face consultation 

events of during the work of the Neighbourhood Planning 

Group in 2020.  The Communications Group operated within 

government guidance and regulation throughout.  

5.4.2 A new webpage was produced setting out the issues and 

options and providing the visions of each area 

5.4.3 ONeill Homer, planning consultant, was appointed and the 

Comms Group commenced delivery of consultations 

focused on specific areas where further information was 

required 

5.4.4 Facilitated discussion groups via Zoom Video Conference 

were undertaken (See Appendix 5.4.4)  

https://www.iversparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/55/2021/08/Section-5-Appendix-5.3-Neighbourhood-Planning-committee-terms-of-reference.pdf
https://www.iversparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/55/2021/08/Section-5-Appendix-5.4-Communications-strategy-October-2020.pdf
https://www.iversparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/55/2021/08/Section-5-Appendix-5.4-Communications-strategy-October-2020.pdf


 

• Facilitated discussion groups and on-line surveys will have to be the 

core activities. 

• For those who are not on-line there will be requests for them to take 

part via written comments on key topics in In and Around and on 

noticeboards. 

• Ideally, we would like to have paper copies and collection points in 

each village but this requires a commitment by members of this group 

to gain agreement with local sites to host a collection box, photocopy 

survey details and place in high footfall location.  They will have to be 

collected at the end of the survey time and passed to Cllr Mayling for 

input into Survey Monkey. 

• We are looking at whether tele-conferencing is a viable option for 

those not on line.  

• In principle the approach for each question will be determined by the 

nature of the information required.  To collect a list or rank sites a survey 

would work well but where a discussion on the priorities or alternatives 

are to be reviewed facilitated discussion groups. Further detail will be 

provided on the call. 

• The format for the groups remains as previously described. 

• Unfortunately, insufficient numbers of attendees have been identified 

and further recruitment will be undertaken via Facebook.  The aim will 

be to get a broader representation across the community. We know 

that the on-line nature of the process means the audience will be 

limited to those who have access to  web based apps and  that the 

most senior members of the community who are less IT savvy may not 

participate.  We are confident that residents associations have been in 

a position to reflect their views and in the previous survey this 

demographic was represented. However, the vast majority of the 

community will be able to participate. 

• Challenges include resourcing any off line activity and recruiting for the 

online discussion groups, translating materials into other languages as 

required. 

• The 8 questions – only one response was received from the sub-

committee members and this has been recorded in a spreadsheet 

along with general comments not relating directly to the questions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


