
3. The start of the Neighbourhood Plan Process (from 2015 to 2016) 

 

3.1 What we did 

Following the application for designation of the Neighbourhood 

Plan area the process was commenced with the Council holding a 

series of public meetings in the three villages (Iver, Iver Heath and 

Richings Park).  The meetings occurred in November 2015 and initial 

questionnaires were made available to those attending and for 

people to pick up from the council office.  The questionnaire was 

also available to download from the website and the period for 

responses was open for 4 weeks. 

 

In addition to the meetings and the questionnaire, ‘pop up’ events 

were held during 2016 in the retail areas of each village, and at 

community events.  The aim of the pop ups was to promote the 

benefit of completing a Neighbourhood Plan and to gain further 

information on what the community felt the Plan should be 

focussing on. 

 

3.2 Who was involved 

The start of the process involved very wide ranging 

communications.  The meetings and pop ups were assisted by the 

Resident’s Associations and all known community groups and 

community gatekeepers were invited to attend.  Residents were 

kept informed through a variety of media channels including 

posters, website news releases, social media sharing and leaflets. 

 

In the case of the events and pop ups in the retail areas a 

considerable number of residents were engaged as they ‘passed 

by’; the conversations were assisted by the provision of information 

boards that set out the process and provided maps of the area. 

 

3.3 How were those people involved 

Aside from general discussions with community members the 

meetings provided more in depth information to the 

Neighbourhood Plan process and the purpose of consultation.  

Considerable questions were raised and addressed at the meetings 

and community members were encouraged to get involved, or, if 

their time was limited to engage by letting the Parish Council know 

what they thought. 

 



An important part of the process at the events in 2016 was to check 

that people agreed with the results of the 2015 survey. 

 

3.4 The issues that were raised 

The 2015 survey has provided a baseline for the Neighbourhood 

Planning work over the last 6 years.  The analysis of the results is listed 

according to number of responses: 

• Reduce traffic       22 responses 

• Green Belt/Open Space/Colne Valley Park  15 responses 

• Restrict development to retain village feel/Unite 12 responses 

to protect character, integrity of all 3 villages 

• Reduce HGVs      12 responses 

• Provide a secondary school    10 responses 

• Bypass the villages      10 responses 

• Introduce parking controls/car park   9 responses 

• Control/overview development/change of use 8 responses 

• Reduce air pollution     8 responses 

• Community/youth/leisure/sports facilities  8 responses 

• Provide parking in Richings Park for Crossrail  8 responses 

• Improve condition roads/pavements/cycleways 7 responses 

and verges 

• Provide improved surgery/healthcare/dentist 5 responses 

• Communication      4 responses 

• Regenerate the High Street and Richings Park 3 responses 

• Improve the design of housing    3 responses 

• Improve public transport especially to Heathrow 3 responses 

• Find a way to use unused garages and problem 3 responses 

Spaces 

• Provide improved and sustainable facilities  3 responses 

• Provide parking in Iver Village    3 responses 

• Preserve and improve the Townscape Character 2 responses 

• Provide parking at Iver Heath    2 responses 

• Stop effect on housing/parking by the rail plans 2 responses 

• Provide support for local businesses   2 responses 

• Protect the Evreham Centre    2 responses 

• Improve lighting      2 responses 

• Obtain improved developer contributions to Iver  1 response 

• Provide improved parking Thornbridge Road 1 response 

• Improve the relationship with Pinewood Studios 1 response 

• Develop and deliver an Iver Heath legacy project1 response 

• Provide motorway sound barriers   1 response 

 

3.5 The priorities that were raised 

The priority topics can be identified within the responses of 3.4: 

 

3.5.1 Preservation of Greenbelt 



Green spaces and trees, Colne Valley Regional Park 

 

3.5.2 Traffic 

Bypass, HGV reduction, Pollution, Air Quality 

 

3.5.3 The Environment of The Ivers 

Restrict development, protect character and integrity of 

village identities, condition of roads, footways, verges, 

create cycleways, housing and townscape character 

3.5.4 Regeneration of High Street and Richings Park retail areas 

Control and provide overview of development and 

changes of use.  How to re-use problem sites and spaces.  

Underused garages 

 

3.5.5 Sustainable improved facilities 

Secondary school, surgery, healthcare, dentist.  Protect 

Evreham Centre.  Improve public transport 

 

3.5.6 Parking 

Provide station car park.  Control parking in residential and 

retail sites 

 

3.6 The next stage of the consultation process 

The volunteers working on the Neighbourhood Plan took these early 

consultation results and initial priorities and used this information as 

the baseline for the next stage of the consultation process which, 

due to issues in achieving a designation of the whole Parish as the 

plan area, didn’t commence until late in 2016. 

 

3.7 Developing the Priorities into Policy 

As a marker for the value of the initial consultation the issues 

highlighted in 2015 are included within the following policies of the 

Neighbourhood Plan that is being submitted to the Planning 

Authority: 

 

• Policy IV2 Design in Iver Heath 

• Policy IV3 Design in Iver Village 

• Policy IV4 Design in Richings Park 

• Policy IV5 Local Heritage Assets 

• Policy IV6 Sustainable Travel 

• Policy IV7 Air Quality 



• Policy IV8 Managing Traffic 

• Policy IV9 Reducing Heavy Goods vehicles 

• Policy IV10 Community Facilities 

• Policy IV11 Village Centres 

• Policy IV14 Local Green Spaces 

 

 

 

 

 


