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Neighbourhood plan workshop 
IVER HEATH 22/10/2018 

IHRA revision 

OVERALL VISION FOR IVER HEATH 
To retain semi-rural character of IH by: 

1. Improving connectivity throughout IH - cycle paths, footpaths 
2. Protecting, retaining and enhancing green spaces, including Iver Heath fields 
3. Improving public transport links 
4. Raising awareness of and engagement with existing facilities  
5. Creating a leisure/facilities centre around existing buildings: Village Hall, Junior School, 

Library, Scout Hut, Medical Centre (optimise use of all existing before building more). 

STRENGTHS 
What is valued now?  

1. Semi-rural character (including being within the Colne Valley Park) 
2. Public open spaces eg Iver Heath Fields (public access Registered as Asset of Community 

Value) Hardings Row (public access),  Gams’ Field (currently private/no public access),  
Allotments, Recreation ground (should be improved) 

3. Sports clubs - Bowls, Tennis, Football 
4. Schools 
5. Library 
6. Health Centres – could expand capacity by full time use of IH Health Centre 
7. Village Hall 
8. Scout Hut 
9. Post Office 
10.Evreham - current use of site mixed - gym, sport, adult education and nursery. Variable 
11. Numbers using the different facilities above. 

WEAKNESSES AND THREATS 
1. Erosion of green spaces 
2. Out-dated, under-used facilities  
3. Village divided by main roads; lacks cohesion 
4. Traffic congestion; speeding; pollution levels and lack of parking. 

OPPORTUNITIES 
a)  Evreham Site 
This site could be proposed for housing development as a brown field site, using the existing built 
footprint when BCC leases cease. Need alternative provision for the facilities currently used. 

b) OPTION 12; Land east of Pinewood Road to Five Points/Slough Road  
1. Site has development potential for some 360 homes if removed from Green belt  
2. Total area of 32 ha. but only 10 ha developable - about 36 homes/dwellings per ha 

(The Trewarden Estate of about 5.6 ha has around 190 homes - taken from electoral roll - 
34 homes/ha) 

3. Property mix – restricted to 3 storeys, mainly 2/3 bedrooms, max 3 bedrooms. 
4. Proportion to be Shared Ownership (50% - a figure arrived at randomly - not based on 

expert knowledge of planning constraints/requirements) in perpetuity, for local people and 
key workers  

5. Design to reflect existing - may vary across the developed area 
6. If housing developed at Evreham site part of option 12 could be protected 
7. All development to retain semi-rural character and should include public open spaces 
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c)  S106 Priorities 
1. Reconfigure School/Village Hall area - better use of available space to improve/enlarge all 

facilities. Make this the ‘centre’ of Iver Heath with improved access 
2. Alleviate traffic pressure - N/S Relief Road  
3. Traffic calming - 20 MPH zones where possible  
4. Medical centre need not be provided on Option 12 - funding to be provided for best use of 

existing facilities. 
Timelines 

Aiming at end 2018 for draft plan with policies 

March 2019- put forward plans for inspection 

Note: 

IHRA welcomed the opportunity to attend the workshop session but it is regretted that no 
advanced agenda or information on the format of the meeting was provided. Therefore, the views 
expressed are a flavour of what IHRA believes are IH residents’ concerns and thoughts but are not 
the result of any formal consultation of residents. 


