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Policy IV1: Gaps between settlements 

We support this policy but still have concerns the wording should be amended to reflect a more 

positive vision for what is wanted rather than what isn’t wanted, see our March 2021 response to 

the previous consultation. 

 

Policy IV6: Sustainable Travel 

We support this policy.  However we wish to see wording in the policy and clarifying notes about the 

‘attractiveness’ of rural routes in addition to just simply their ‘functioning or connectivity’. This is to 

ensure that the green setting of the rural routes is maintained. 

 

Policy IV13 Colne Valley Regional Park 

National Planning Policy Framework 

We support this policy which is entirely consistent with National Planning Policy Framework green 

belt paragraphs 137-151. In following through its objectives and improvement projects the Colne 

Valley Regional Park is contributing to the discharge of the Local Authorities' duties under NPPF para 

145 (repeated below) including the requirement to ‘plan positively to enhance their beneficial use’ 

The CVRP exists to promote the protection and improvement of the area as a natural resource for 

the wider community and for the environment itself, taking a cross-authority approach.  

It is managed by a properly constituted organisation and the CVRP liaises with the relevant local 

authorities with regard to projects and activities and has diverse representation on its Board.  

It is a long established regional park covering a critical inner part of the metropolitan GB, perhaps 

one that is the most under pressure and threatened GB in the country.  

As such it merits highlighting and supporting in planning policy to distinguish it from other 

geographical areas that do not have such a 'designation' and body/ organisation fulfilling this 

positive role 

NOTE: NPPF Para 145. "Once Green Belts have been defined, local planning authorities should plan 

positively to enhance their beneficial use, such as looking for opportunities to provide access; to 

provide opportunities for outdoor sport and recreation; to retain and enhance landscapes, visual 

amenity and biodiversity; or to improve damaged and derelict land." 

 



Local plans 

Core policy 9 of the 2011 South Bucks Core Strategy refers to the Colne Valley Regional Park and 

refers to the landscape and biodiversity of inter Alia the CVRP and supports initiatives in the action 

plan. This document together with the earlier Local Plan forms the development plan for South 

Bucks. The Park boundaries were defined in the proposals map of the former South Bucks plan. 

A Colne Valley Park policy was included in the former South East Plan.  

Inclusion of this policy in the Iver Neighbourhood Plan will ensure consistency with a similar policy in 

the adjacent Denham Neighbourhood Plan 

CVRP Policy comments 

We request a small change to para A of the policy. Namely that, “…and the Colne & Crane Valleys 

Green Infrastructure Strategy, including the detailed strategy for the Mid Colne Sub-Area and 

should….” is replaced with a simpler and more concise form of wording “…and the Colne Valley 

Green Infrastructure Strategy and should….” 

 

Policy IV15: Thorney Business Park 

We welcome some of the changes made to this policy since the original consultation in February. 

However, we would still like to see the following points incorporated into the policy. 

• There is a like for like swap between the open green belt land to the east and the current 

developed land to the west that doesn’t result in any net loss of green space within the 

policy area  

• A green space corridor is retained for a new Public Right of Way (or permissive path) running 

approximately South East to North West to connect Iver Station with the existing rights of 

way network at the footpath IVE/15/2 bridge over the Canal 

• Wording should be incorporated within the policy to ensure the long term management and 

maintenance of the green belt area along similar lines to point v from policy IV16 

 

 


