
Appendix 6 
 

SWAN MEADOW & HARDINGS ROW JAPANESE KNOTWEED 
 

1. Background 

 

 
(Library Picture) 

 
Japanese knotweed is Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica) is a weed 
that spreads rapidly. In winter the plant dies back to ground level but by early 
summer the bamboo-like stems emerge from rhizomes deep underground 
to shoot to over 2.1m (7ft), suppressing all other plant growth. Eradication 
requires determination as it is very hard to remove by hand or eradicate with 
chemicals. 
 
Despite causing damage to property, Japanese knotweed is not harmful to 
humans; although some have reported that contact with the plant can cause 
some mild skin irritation.  
 
Japanese knotweed can grow up to 10cm per day, and because of this 
rapacious growth, it has been known to cause damage to building structures 
and substructures by targeting weak points, such as cracks in masonry, and 
attempting to grow through them. 
 
There are various points of reference of interest for further information: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/prevent-the-spread-of-harmful-invasive-and-non-
native-plants 
 
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=218 
 

 
2. Swan Meadow & Hardings Row Nature Reserves 

Japanese Knotweed is present at both our Nature Reserves, Swan Meadow & 
Hardings Row and has been for some time. Previously attempts have been 
made to remove it and keep it under control but the guidance used was wrong 
and the problem was not eradicated.  
 

  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/prevent-the-spread-of-harmful-invasive-and-non-native-plants
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/prevent-the-spread-of-harmful-invasive-and-non-native-plants
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=218
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As a result of this the Deputy Clerk has commissioned a free survey at both sites 
with a remedial quote from Japanese Knotweed Ltd. 

 

3. Risk to Parish Council 

The risk to the Parish council is high not only financially but also reputationally. 

Therefore, we should act immediately. This has been highlighted as risk by the 

Deputy Clerk. 

 

The specialist we have received a free survey from for each Nature Reserve 

states ‘If you own or manage a property or land which is affected by Japanese 

knotweed, you are responsible for the control of the invasive weed. Failure to do 

so could lead to unwanted disputes, substantial fines, or even imprisonment. 

  

A resident of Hardings Row has been in contact regarding the knotweed as he is 
preparing to replace a fence bordering Hardings Row. He and his neighbours had 
raised concerns with the Deputy Clerk leading to the swift action now being 
recommended. 

 

4. Expert Survey 

There are number of specialists in the marketplace. Japanese Knotweed Limited 

(www.japaneseknotweed.co.uk) has a good reputation and good reviews on 

review websites. They were prompt with service and reliable when arrangements 

were made to survey. The expert that visited on the day was efficient and 

provided very informative information on the day. The reports were received 

promptly after the survey. 

 

 

http://www.japaneseknotweed.co.uk/


5. Remedial Plan 

The advice of the specialists is to either select a 5 or 10 year remedial plan that 

treats and eradicates the weed at both sites over a three year period and then 

either monitors for 2 or 7 years giving a guarantee of eradication. 

 

6. Costings 

There is an option for 5 or ten year plans. Prices are ex VAT. 

 

Hardings Row: 

5 year plan:  £3,117.50  10 year plan:  £4,277.50 

 

Option Extras: 

• Brush cutting of vegetation to create access – leave on site to biodegrade: 

£385.00 

• Pin & Tape – hazard Knotweed Area: £250.00 

 

Total cost: 

5 year plan with extras:    £3,752.50  

10 year plan with extras: £4,912.50 

 

Swan Meadow: 

5 year plan:  £1,650.00  10 year plan:  £2,250.00 

 

Option Extra: 

• Cutting along edges of pathway and leave on site to biodegrade: £200.00 

 

Total cost: 

5 year plan with extras:    £1,850.00 

10 year plan with extras: £2,450.00 

 

7. Recommendation 

• The recommendation of the Deputy Clerk is to commission Japanese 

Knotweed Limited to commence a 10 year plan on Swan Meadow and 

Hardings Row with immediate effect at a total cost of £7,362.50. 

 

• Councillors to consider which budget this expenditure is to charged to. 

 

• Councillors to consider payment terms: 

o Pay in full – Company will provide the validated plan complete with 

Guarantee Certificate. 

o Pay in Instalments over 4 years (equally payments) – First 

instalment after first visit, and subsequent invoices at 12th, 24th and 

36th month anniversary. 

Jeremy Day 

Deputy Clerk 

August 2021 


