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Dear Councillor Tett 

  

The Ivers Parish Council is experiencing an extraordinary workload in terms of planning matters 

and we, as councillors, are struggling to keep abreast of new,  proposed, and changing 

applications, as well as assessing the negative and positive impacts on the community.  We 

hear from local people who are uneasy, and sometimes distressed, about what is happening 

and we are constantly signposting to the information available. 

  

With this backdrop setting the context local councillors must deal with fact rather than “maybe”, 

”perhaps”, “possibly” and “that would be a good idea”; and we must do our best for our local 

community that is demoralised by the stresses that the planning system and Bucks Council is 

placing upon it. 

  

We are developing our Neighbourhood Plan and, within the planning environment that we find 

ourselves in, we are not looking to support any of the proposed applications.  There are far too 

many negative impacts on this community that have not been properly considered within the 

application processes that Bucks Council is operating.  Of those negative impacts three stand 

out – HGV movements, the traffic within the residential areas, and the loss of the green belt.  All 

of the consultations that we have attended have been littered with “maybe”,  “perhaps”, 

“possibly” and “we might”.  If it was one application it would be manageable and we could 

probably work in partnership through the considerations but this approach is being replicated 

across many sites and the community and councillors here feel incredibly let down by Bucks 

Council and yourself as leader.   

  

To give you an example you have connected the Welcome Break development to a potential 

relief road.  You have not given specific information on your strategy for the funding or delivery 

of any such road and at the same time Bucks Council has not released the design and costing 

feasibility study of the various routes.  One part of a relief road will, without doubt, push 

increased traffic to another area of the Parish so without the fact on what a relief road would 

look like and how you consider it to be affordable and deliverable this council is unable to 

comment and is unable to provide information to the community other than the fact that our 

questions to you remain unanswered.  In the meantime the HGVs on the roads around The 

Ivers continue to increase.  
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We are working on our strategic approach for developing our Parish and we are endeavouring 

to join up everyone’s Vision in a Neighbourhood Plan.  But what is your Vision?  What is your 

strategy for The Ivers?  Does Bucks Council wish to work with us to help deliver our Plan, to 

enable our wider community to remain sustainable, whilst also improving our health and 

wellbeing and delivering the very clear needs of this community?  How do we stop the “maybe”, 

“possibly” and “might” and deliver specific actions and commitments to this community? 

  

We look forward to working with you 

  

Yours sincerely,  

 

Wendy Matthews 

 

 

Cllr Wendy Matthews 

Cllr.wendymatthews@iverparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Chairman of the Council on behalf of: 

Cllrs Ann Mayling, Arun Gaur, Carol Gibson, Chris Jordan, Ciarán Beary, Geoff Bennett, Julie Cook, 

Karanveer Bembey, Kevin Brown, and Peter Stanhope  
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